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Forty six days after the Japanese crashed down on Pearl Harbor, eight 

1 grey ships moved out of the Brooklyn ?ort of Embarkation, picked up escorting 
Naval vessels and were goqe. Few persons knew that Task Force b8&, blood 

. 
mother of the America1 Division, was sailing into history through the harbor 
murk that night of January 23, 1942. 

In recording the history of this hastily Lathered force (first major U. 
S. Army operation in the Southwest Pacifio), its Organization, elements, 
difficulties and accomplishments, no attempt has been made to cover technical 
detail6 of operation which are to be found in formal reports on record. This 
history aims to give background and meaning to the whole picture, parts of 
which even now are becoming blurred. It was a democracy just rolling up its 
sleeves, and in the future the marvel may well be not that it functioned so 
well, but that it functioned at all. . 

The force was not in any sense a division. Its parts had never operated 

together. Its equipllent was scanty; its staff were strangers. But speed was 
of the essence. There was important holding work to be done, and quickly, on 
the other side of the world. 

Assembled from all over the United States, the elements which went into 
084 were: Task Force Headquarters and Detachment, two Infantry regiments, 
two battalions of medium artillery, two Engineer regiments plus a battalion,- 

- two Ordnance comoanies and parts of two others, 
J3)P:w&----- .___.- _ _._ . . _. a Signal Company and 12' Platoon, 

an evacuation and two-station hospitals, -plus a Medical regiment; Post Office, 
2;rc^-ififi'L Finance and Chemical units. There were other units which sailed from Brooklyn 
., ~:1+4 and which remained in Australia. These will not be discussed because their 
l ;-“~~b- duty with the Task Force which became the America1 Division, was mainly~that 
'j ?.li.F , 

p-J 4 
of travel._cl-_t7-L_ 

_ _;,,!: 

iri,IZk 
Y.) LV '@ The vessels in the original convoy *are: S, S. tigentina, S. S. Barry, 

S. S. Cristobal, S. S. Erickson, S. S. KcAndrew, S. S, Santa Elena, S. S.' Santa 
Rosa and the S. S. Island Wil. Several of these ships had been converted from 
luxury liners in record time by the simple process of removing nearly all appur- 
tenances and installing pipe bunks. tich actual conversion had to be improvised 
on the trip. 

kom New York to Panama, the convoy was heavily screened‘by destroyers and 
plrnnes and even occasional blimps. There was one submarine scare while in 
Southern waters, which brought the cool fact of war home to most of the personnel 
for the first time. Depth charges were dropped, destroyers raced about. and the 
usual rumor went round that the sub was sunk. 

The convoy reached Panam& Jan 31, l(#c The seas had been calm and the 
trip comparatively uneventful. The shakedown to shipboard life and organization 
was accomplished, Excited preparations were made to visit Panama City. These 
dreams were never fulfilled as no troops were allowed ashore except on very 
official business. There was 'some excitement on the Flagship lirgentina when 
one nurse and a tIedica1 officer were left behind, catching the convoy later,'in 

stream, but not making their o-,vn boat. The Task Force h'ewspaper, T'KtN-OCELAN ’ 
GAZETTE, commented, "Navy leaves beauty behind -i- Hurse takes another ship 
without extra slip." 



col. E&::und B. Sebree joined the force by plane at pacema as Chief of 'V. 
Staff. There were no changes of loading at Panama; water was taken on and 
Feb. l,, 1942 the Ships moved into the Pacifio. Immediately after clearing 
the oanf,l the German radio reported the passa&e of the convoy, giving number 
and type of vessels. 0 

Under direction of' Colonel Sebree, the staff organization was completed8 
Lt. Col. '~~illlamson, G-1; Lt. Cal. X;oore, G-2; Lt. Cole .Ge_o_rge, G-3; Lt. Cole 
Homewood, G-4. - 

. 

I.’ Unit training was carried on aboard the ships by means Of lectures and 
conferences as well as crowded condition8 would permit. Jungle tactics, tro- 
pical diseases and gunnery were chief among subjects studied. Colonel Sebree 
and Colonel George addressed the officers on board the hgentina by way of 
orienting them as to what might be ahead. The destination was still unbown. 

The long Pacific voyage was surprisingly uneventful. Calm seas marked 
the whole trip. There were two subymarine alerts but no torpedoes were launched. 
Because of the hurried conversion of some of the ships, condition8 for the men 
were not of the best. The water supply was very limited. The ration was a 
canteen a day. Bathing except in salt water was rare. The heat in the closed 
ships was intolie.rable at night, but the spirits of the men were good. 

Radio loudspeaker programs were given, carrying news and musical features. 
Impromtu vaudeville show6 were presented. In several oases newspapers were 
published. These carried news , jokes and contributions of the men. On the 
S. S. lirgeptina the Ti'iIX-CCEA& GAZETTE led all ship crusades and in its own 
words, "Held the Convoy Together.a 2500 copies were printed daily when weather 
and paper permitted. 

The cognic trial for all uninitiated by King Xeptune's,Court on passing 
the Equator was a highlight for all ship's Companies. General6 and nurses alike 
took their bitter sentences with glee and received certificates of proof of 
their good stand ng as Equator-passers. 

FO# z:'thl. . . flrSt ti S, thrust into the Southwest Pacific zigzagged 
it6 way toward Australia. On: day the Jap radio reported the entire Task Force 
had been sunk in mid-Tacific. All concerned were glad of the exaggeration. 
Arriving at Melbourne Feb. 27, 194.2, the command was met on board ship by 
Australian Liaison Officers.. The disembarkation order was received from Southern 
Cormand, Australian ulitary Forces. Debarkation was completed Feb. 28. The 
troops were dispersed in five major areast Ballarat, Bendigo; Barley, Royal Park 

. and Melbourne. Formation of plans for reloading and departure for lu'ew Caledonia 
was started. 

This week ashore after 35 cramped days at sea was a moving experience for 
everyone. The Australians took the soldiers not only to their house6 but to 
their hearts. ilherever possible and in Eallarat and Bendigo the troops were 
billetted with the townspeople and the latter outdid themselves as hosts. 
Hundreds of lasting fri6nci6hips were started. Xine months later %hen Christmas 
came for these men in the Guadalcanal jur@es, hundreds of mail bags from 
Australia showed the warmth of that fleeting week of Cl066 American-Australian 
collaboration. There was a lot of honest weeping when it ended. 
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The movement back to the ships was a difficult ant' bc--~...zse of li'mited 
transportation. Additions to cargo were made with little regard for combat 

needs. The beat at this time seemed terrific to knericans and Australians 
alike, reaching as high as 115 to 120 in the shade near the dock6. 

The artillery Units had left the United States without their pns. IR 
Australia British 18-pounders and 25-pounders wer8 loaded. Two &Stralian 
officers and a crew of expert KC06 went along to instruct the ~ericans in 
the operation and nomenclature of the new weapons. This work was carried on 
intensively on the way to Pew Caledonia end for a period after the landing. 
L#arch 6, l&2 the fleet departed for HouIcea, Eew Caledonia. The advance party 
left &rch 6th by plane. The S. S. Erickson, formerly the old Earth Atlantic 
racer, Eungshokn, had experienced power trouble on the way over. The first 
night out of Australia she was delayed and finished the voyage out of convoy, 
arriving Larch 18; 

. 
The Task Force arrived at Noumea harbor Karch 12, 19&Z, and Liajor General 

hlexander K. Patch ashed active comm;Lar,d. Troops went over the side in 
landing nets and were immediately dispersed to the hills, because intelligence 
reports indicated an air attack might be expected. The attack never materialized. 

The unloading on the inadequate docks of NoUmea was the bi&gest job yet 
to face the youthful Task Force. Thousanus of tons of supplies piled up on 
and around the docks. Troops worked desperately in shifts. There we6 no Way 
to protect the material from the weather. There was little transportation to* 
move it away. For weeks, the next months food and equipment for 17,000 men lay 
massed in huge piles Under the burning sub-tropical sun. 

There was no supply set-up; it was established. No vehicle pool; one was 
organized. The maps Prere poor end scarce; d&su@&emen went to work.' Slowly 
order began to return. By tremendous effort the cargoes were moved, stored 
and finally dispersed. One greet phase of the "battle" of hew Caledonia was 
won on the docks. There the Japs had missed another chance. 

An amusing sidelight on those first days in Eew Caledonia, which will be 
remembered, was the.use of bright blue French taxicabs for reconnaissance. &- 
These were requisitioned by the force, complete with drivers, who continued 

-Lj.. 

their old method6 of swinging corners madly. The fact that their horns blew 
at all times gave them right of n-ay, they felt. This practice was largely 
abandoned, along tith some of the taxicabs, very Soon after Am8riCcuZ 6iX by 
sixes put in an appearance. Such was this French Colonial Island where the 
hmerioal Division was born.. 

When the Task Force reached Eew Caledonia, the inhabitants had been 
almost two years without a supply boat from France. Before the fall of that 
nation they had been kept dependent on the mother country for necessities and 
for luxuries. Stock6 were low, to the disappearing point. They had made no 
improvements because they quite simply had expected the Japanese to come. '&ny 
of the best farmers wer8 Japs.' LZorele was almost too low to be called morale. 
Vichy had many strong supporters. BeGaulle's military representatives had 
nade themselves unpopular by their arbitrary methods. The cat could jump 
either way at this mountainous outpost. 



This PTCS the delicate political situation when the'Americhn troops 
a,A-ived. This situation went even deeper than that. Par some time after+Jerd 
the people felt that the troops would make only a token resistence and then 
depart as had happened against the Japanese on other islands where they had 
kinsfolk. It developed there was more than a mission of defense for the 
cor..~~d. There was the political mission of building up the self-respect of 
these people and their faith in vAat the allies would and could do. How this 
was done, the old-world palavering that had to be gone through to help assure 
these Colonial. Frenchmen of their importance in the allied scheme might have 
appeared droll except in the light of what was at stake; whether it was to be 
sfriendly base or one torn by bitterness and revolt. 

As if to complete the picture there was even a coup d'etat thrown in. 
X new governor was enveigled to JaFoa where he was amicably confined in the _ 

hotel which had been taken over by the Task Force for a Forward CP. There 
xas an international incident in the making. An officer who was ordered to 
check on the situation, was blandly told that "they alucays held the revolutions 
there.' In a few days the French Home Guard appeared carrying '03 rifles in 
place of ancient Lebels. This had a very soothing effect on both factions. 

. 

Of the French garrison guarding Koumea, they had guns which the Force s 

Command knew were probably ineffective, yet they had to be treated as though 
they were important cogs in the defense. There was a gun guarding the harbor 
for which there were only s rounds in the world. It had not been fired for 
s years. So it -gent. 
need only 

The success ,of this portion of the mission of 6814 
be told in the fact that there were no unpleasant incidents. 

Selations were friendly and when the troops finally left for combat it was 
almost an island tragedy. \ 

This was the situation in Larch 1942. There was no Base Command. Trans- 
portation was meager. There was supply to be organized. Tontouta and Plaines 
des Gaiacs airports were still small and inadequate. For construction there, 
Task Force transportation would be required. 
training and defense. 

And there still remained field (a,; 
Headquarters was established at the Grand Hotel du 

Pacific in Noumea by General Patch. The strength of his command onarrival 
was; 7% officers; 113 nurses.; 5 warrant officers, and 15,962 enlisted men. 

The rugged geography of Hew Caledonia gives explanation for some of the 
difficulties of defense. It is a long,. cigar-shaped island, running in a &j&i. 
northwesterly direction for a distance of some 250 miles with an average 

*< , 

width of 20 to 30 miles. The Chaine Centrale Xountain System runs the length 
of the island like a spine. Communication over this area of 8000 square miles 
wes largely limited to one narrow road winding the full length, wit%, occasional 
secondary spurs crossing it. This road had to be improved, was difficult to 
maintain and subject to floods and washouts. f .I 

There viere three airports around which the defense V&S to be builtr 
Tontouta, 32 miles from Iloumea; 
nearly 100 further north. 

3laines des Gaiacs lo0 miles north and Y.ouz.ac, 
The latter had been partly destroyed because of 

the problem of defending it. 
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Reouest was wired i.arch 25, !-;. .% - ace adcitior,al regiment of ir,fartr;:, 
ape regtient of Cavalry and one >iC:& fr,trlliZence Company. The 97th 5'. A. 

Bn., Pack howitzers joined the f&e April 3, 1942. The 164th inftntr: 
Regiment, Qril 19, and the 72nd F. A., April 23, 191$!. 

The organization of a Combat Reconnaissance Squadron whs begun April 

23. Lt. Col. George was relievea by Lt. Col. iloore as ,C-3 and given co-_znd. 
This organization was to exploit the mobility of the l/4 ton Recon. vehicle 
in concentrating heavy fire power at a point quickly. The troop fyas un- 
officially ho*rm as‘the Feep Troop. 

! The Division Forward CP was set up at LaFoa, 75 n5les north of Moumsa, 
April 9. This CP was closed l&y 1 and a new CT established at ?aita, a village 
50 miles south. General Patch set up his headquarters there gay 23. 

The constitution and organization of the America1 Division, without _ 
numerical designation, was authorized I.&y 27 CGtO. -ylO, 5/2i-.t/&?). The name 
AZ3RICAl, was prozossd by Pfc David Fonseca of the‘2tth Signal Company. Ee 
explainad his su ggestion by saying r;i,e first'part of the name would suggest 
AEZRICA and the last part C.%5DC1!IA, the division's birthplace. 

(The division was activited under provisions of ;Br Department 

5 Letter, TAG pO.2, 4-l-43, OE-l-GXGCT-E, dated April 3, 1943,. I 
General Orders :,$l, Eeadquarters, 

1943, 
U&WISPA, dated April 18, 

and General Orders -,~15, Headquarters America1 Division, 
April 3, 1943.) c 

* * * 

At the time of the arrival of the Task Force at Kew Caledonia, the only 
garrison to the north was a unit of sme 300 commndos of the Australian Army 
under command of Lt. Cal. IBtheson. These rugged soldiers had been used to 
explore the interior, man observation posts and, in the event of invasion, 
harass the enemy as long as possible. They were of great help to U, S. troops 
because of their knowledge of the terrain and the natives, in whose villages 
in many cases they lived. They also assisted in training troops in jungle 
p>tfolling. They were relieved and returned to Australia in July. 

; 
; _:-’ 
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The defense of New Caledonia was based on the protection of the city of 
Eoumea with its harbor facilities , ,and to the north hinged on the three airports, 
Tontouta, Plaines des Gaiacs and Eounac. Initially the island had been occupied 
by the Australian c*ommandos of Co1 Zatheson. They functioned as a skeleton 
observer force to the north. Transportation difficulties hampered the movement 
of troops to defense positions, but the 122nd Infantry moved first to the area 
occupied by the commndos. Besides performing a defensive mission, this regi- 
ment was to be trained in commando tactics. 

. 
The plan involved a cordon t;ype defense because of the wide separation 

of critical points. The 13&d was charged with the defense of the northern 
sector with particular attention to covering Plaines des Gaiacs and Koumac. 
Their headquarters were at Bourail, 
miles from Noumea. 

second town on the island, located 105 

(jf,JCl&s,f,~/j __ .._____-__,---- -- 



The lb2nd Infantry, less 2nd Battalion, set up hehdquarters in th4 
vicinity of Bouloupari and were charged with the protection of the Thio- 
Bouloupari Road, St. Vincent's Bay and the waters around Thio. Theirs was 
in general the Central Sector. 

The 164th Infantry, with heaaquerters at St. Vincent was charged with 
the protection of Tontouta airport and the South Sector. 

The French Garrison, the 112th Cavalry and the 2nd battalion of the 
ltiilnd Infantry were assigned the defense of the Moumea area, with the 70th 
Coast Artillery, plus dubious French elements and supporting artillery. 

‘ 

Both light and medium artillery were assigned to support the Infantry 
combat teams in case of combat, and in addition were disposed to protect 
critical water approaches up the islund. The third element of their mission 
was responsibility for airport defense. 

I 

The 754th Tank Battalion at St. Vincent was held as a ,striking force to 
be thrown in wherever needsd. irlso the Peep Troop in LaFoa ws held as a 
highly mobile strikin g force to be used principally in the Lorthsrn and 
Central Sectors. 

bits devoted their time principally to reconnaissance and organization 
of sensitive points and in trainin g for combat on the island terrain. r&en, 
after the greGt and crucial battle of the Coral Sea, it techme more or less 
a certainty that the island would not be attacked, the type of training was 
shifted to prepare for general operations in jungle areas. 

Meanwhile, the story of the artillery of the division is a'somexhat 
confusing one. In the force as constituted at hTew Caledonia there were two 
battalions of medium artillery and one regi:nent of light artillery. From 
these troops, because of defense requirenents, a third battalion of light 
artillery was organized provisionally, for the Bourail Sector. A Division 
krtillery Headquarters and Headquarters Eattery (Yrov.) were authorized August 
15 (Spec. Order 3162). At this time the artillery units were redesignated 
and activated as three light battalions; 2&5th, 2&th, and 247th F.A. Bns, 
and txo medium battalions1 221st and 223rd F.h. Ens. (orhen the movement into 
combat began the 223rd F.A. Bn. was transferred to the Island Command). 

During the months of June and July unit traini.ng.was carried on u.&er 
difficulties because troop stations were scattered over a distance of 180 
miles. .A11 OPs were being manned. The trucks of the division were constantly 
being requisitioned for haulin g details to Ylaines des Gaiacs airport, a 
round-trip run of more than 300 miles over washboard roads. The vehicles were 
showing the effects of hundreds of miles of this rug;;ed going and there were 

‘-*many on deadline for lack of parts. Decision was made to rush the construction 
. . of an airport for bombers a$.'Qua Tom, 60 miles from Noumea. This had been a 

secret fighter strip for some'months. All trucks avhilable were taken for 
this punishing detail, carrying &ston mats from the docks. Ry this time l a ’ 
Route One wlis in the worst condition since the occupation of the island. 
However, this job was completed in record time. 

-6- 

LJNCLASSlFlED 



All I256 ride division and even combat team xmneuvers practically out 

of the question. It was a dull time f'or officers and men alike. Recreation 
facilities were meager in Boumea and non-existent up country. The civilian 
resources came nowhere near fillin, r the needs of the soldiers and leave of 
any kind meant long drives over back-breakinG roads. Issue movie projectors 
were not yet available except in large centers of troops and Army beer was 
a rare event. Through it all the famous Xew Caledonian mosyJitoe.s flourished 
in the intense heat, fed as they had never been fed before. But the climate 
was essentially a dry, healthy one. The m=n got brown and hard and their 
spirits, though restless, were excellent. The above period stands as the i _ 

f+al hump of the division's mission on Hew Caledonia. That mission had been 
to occupy and defend the island, its accomplishment is a si.mple.matter of 
record. The other elements of that mission which cropped up because of the 
outpost situation and the length of supply lines, may not show so clearly. 
That the America1 Division turned over a friendly island instead of one torn 
by revolt, an island of five great airports built in good part with transpor- 
tation of one division and in the meantime had or&anized from a group of spare 
parts a fightin g division, may or may not be remembered when the final story 
of iiorld ,iar IX is written. Suffice it for this chronicle to say onlyr 
kZ3SIO11 ACCCXPLI3HGD. 

. * * * 

From the end of July forward, the position of the herical Division in 
New Caledonia was fading. 
a move'into combat, 

ibrine Raider Units had arrived and were staged for 

was well under way. 
The establishent of the port of I;vea as a Ilava Ease 
Naval and Marine installations largely dominated the 

Moumea area* August 7 the Division G-3 gave the island situation map to the 
advance elements of USAFI~PA Comxnd. That sams day the &rines landed on 
Guadalcanal and Tulagi. Time was running out. 

Lt. Col. Gavan relieved Colonel ILoore a8 G-3 and Colonel L!oore took 
command of the 164th Infantry September 15. September 19 (Gen. Ord. ~30) the d l/k, 
Angrical Division was organized into a mobile cormand tide up of all combat 
troops, 

(A 

m. 
less the 70th Coast Artillery and air units, under commAnd of Ge$_r_ ~7 
The Base Command under General 'iiilliamson encompassed all service 

units.! Colonel Rich took the dir Foroe.Command. (This set-up was reorganieed 
JC 

in more workable detail by Gen. Ord. 737, Oct. a). The ground forces of the 
hmerical Division were thus ready for the new operation which wa8 known to be ’ 
coma& 

Twenty day8 later, Oct. 9, 1$.&Z, the 164th Infantry embarked at Noumea, 
the first echelon of the America1 Division to go into combat. The remainder 
of the troop8 were 

.% -_* 
e.rted and movement8 to staging areas were begun. 
_.- . pg* 

The &ird Division arrived at New Caledonia November 6,' and established 
headquarters at La&a. The next day the general staff of the New Zealand 

?$Y, 

Defense Division arrived to confer with division authorities on their mission, 
b74 

the relief of the &erical Division in New Caledonia. The neiv Island Cormand 
under General Rush h. Lincoln %-as authorized November 10. The New Zealand 
Kiwi Troops debarked at Noumea h'ov. 11. The G-3 Section and forv;ard echelon 
of the brical Division left for Guadalcanal November 12% General Patch went 
forward November 20. 
and waiting. 

From then on it was simply a period of checking equipment 
The next echelon left Xov. 3.. The third combat team, consisting 

of the l%d Infantry and the 247th F.A. Battalion arrived at Lunga Beach Dec. 

- 
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0. This completed the movement of the main bociy.of the division to 
Guadalcanal. , 

The combat action of the America1 Division has been oovered in appropri- 
ate i4ar Department reports (see Combat History irlnerioal Div., Guadalcanal), 
Only the general' tactical phase8 and the relation of the division to other 
troop8 in the action will be outlined here. 

ACTION ON GUADAlLMAL 

The first echelon of &e America1 Division landed on Guadalcanal 
October 13. It wa8 the 164th Infantry Combat Team. They were subjected almost 
immediately to bombin g attacks and Henderson Field wa8 shelled by Jap battle- 
ship8 the first night. Their l&inch shell8 caused many casualtiss. The !Y 
defense plan initially called far a perimeter defense bounded on the east by 
the Teneru River and by the t'atanikau River on the vzest. This area included 
the air fields and. adjacent installations. The Japaese attacked Henderson 
Field directly for the last time October 23 and were defeated with the 1088 
of practically a whole regiment. The work of the 16l+th in this operation was 
praised by Major General Vbndefgrift, USKC. 

The next move in the island strategy was an offensive launched Iiovembsr 
1 west of the Ilatanikau River with Kokumbana as th6 objective. TInis action 
had advancsd three miles by Kovmber 11 when information that there were 
concentrations of enemy transsarts in the horthern Solomon Area caused the 
withdrawal of troops to the Perimeter Defense positions to prepare to meet 
this threat. The East Sector, from the Teneru to the Lunga River8 was com- 
manded byrBrigadier General Rupertas, USE; the i'r'est Sector from the Lunga to 
the LktanSkau was commanded by Brigadier G6neral Sebree. Hi8 troops were the 
16&h and 18tid Infantry and the &th brine8. 

The furious sea and air battle of Savo island, IIov. 12 changed this 
situation at Guadalcanal. The destruction of a Jap'convoy of 12 vesssls by 
IT. S. Naval farces on the l&h and 15th practically concluded this phase of 
the battle for the island. At daylight on the 15th of Iiovember the last four 
Japanese transports were bsached between Tassaferonga Point and Doma Cove, 
destined to m&e fine registerirc. _L points for artillery action to come. . 

X3en the results of the &;-al action Mere established, th6 offensive to 
the west agalh was ordered VJith the objective, estbl i&sent of a bridgehead 
x-est of the river. The morning of l~ovember 18th the 2nd Eattalion, 182nd _ 
Infantry, crossed the Iatanikeu River and went into position in the East 
Sector. A-patrol of the 6th Lrines covering this move encountered a strong 
Japanese forts 8ome 1500 yards west of Point Crue. The brines were forced 
to withdraw and took positions an the high grouzid running south fran the 
base of Point Cruz. It became apparent that n.ore troops would be needed to 
secure the'point and the lL$th Infantry was ordered up to attack at daylight, 
~ovenber 21 south of the positions held by the 1st Eattalion, 182. The 
attack was made and after severe figI-,tin g a line was established a short 
distance west of Point Cruz. 

_ 8.w 
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The Coin5 was difficult and it became obvious ,tha: further advance aould 
be too'costly. The 6th brines made a feint attack Uov. 23 but could show 
littlp progress after an entire day of hard fighting. It was decided to 
.stabilize and consolidate the positions pending the arrival of the remainder 
of the America1 Division. Dightly counter attacks were repulsed during this 
period with heavy losses for the enemy. The lines rerrained substantially 
unchanged until the Corps attack in January. 

General Patch took command of the island Dec. 6th when the First tirine 9 

Divieion Headquarters was withdrawn. Elements of the XIV Corps arrived but %\‘) 

:.,during most of the action the America1 Division staff functioned in dual 
t 

capacity. At this time word was received that the 25th Division and the 0th 't+ 
brines were enroute. ./ 1. 

Plans were formulated for continued offensive action. These plans 
required the securing of 11%. Austen (Hill 2'7), the high ground east of the 
Xatanikau, giving observation on Henderson Field, driving the Jcps beyond 
Kokumbona and blocking the cross-island trail from Kokumbona to Beaufort Bay. 

. The 132nd Infantry w-as ordered to occupy 1%. Austen. The attack was 
started December 17 after G-2 reports had estimated the enemy forces as small. 
The 3rd Battalion moved a short way into the jungle at a shoulder of the hill 
where they were held up by machline gun fire, and dug in, for the night. Ail@ 
continuing the attack the morning of the l&h, the Battalion Commander, Lt. 
Col. William c'. Gright, was killed. There was a heavy fire fight and the 
enemy resistence was found to be too strong for one battalion; so the 1st 
Battalion was ordered to envelope the enemy's east flank on the right. The Jap 
defense was stubborn and both battalions were pinned dowr,. The supply problem 
was a critical one, entirely by hand carriers until the Engineers by rtignifi- 
cent efforts constructed a jeep road across the ridges to the hill. The 2nd 
Battalion, corrmanded by Lt. Col. George ii. Ferry, swung to the south in a 
flanking movement an6 cleared the northern aqd eastern slopes on January 2, 
General Sebree took c md Jan 10. * 

I 
‘: ” ,\ 

.‘. 

. The work of the artillery in this operation was considered highly in- 
strumental in its eventual success. 
solid Jungle. 

The terrain ~1s very ruged, virtually 
During the rapid Bnvelopement by the Sad Battalion, the troops 

were @ded for direction by smoke shells, 
direction. 

as the most practical way of keeping 
The firing had to be entirely by forvssra observers and with the 

peculiar disposition of the friendly troops, the firing officers were often 
in the position of drawing fire in toward themselves. The 105 mm howitzer with 
high angle of fire proved a superior weapon in this kind of fighting. 

Seven counter attacks were repulsed on Rill 27 aEd on January 9 the 25th 
Division moved in to relieve. The 35th Infantry executed a flanking movement 
and assisted by the 3rd Battalion, 182, bottled up the famous Oka Regiment 
which had dug in on the northwestern slope of Kt. kustsn. 
wiped out. 

This regiment was 
Xith the successful finish of this phase of the action, the Japs 

lost all observation on Eenderson Field. 

-9 - 

U.NC&SIFIED _ ._._____.._~__-. _ ~.. 



-. UNCLASSIFIED 

The WV Amy Corps immediately undertook the push west%srd with 
Xokumbona as the objective. The movement ~8s successful and rapid. The 3rd 
Battalion, 182, and the Combat Reconnaissance Troop were attached to the 25th 
Division which made the main effort around the Japanese south flank. The 
Composite Division, commanded by General DeCarra, 'JdLZ, consisting of the 
182nd Infantry, less the 3rd Eattalion, the 6th brines and the 147th Infantry 
attacked generally along the beach. Kokumbona was reached January 25, At 
this time General Patch on the spot ordered all-out pursuit of the enemy. 

General Sebree took comzmnd of the sector February 1. It was decided to 
Iehd troops by boat in rear of the enemy and drive east to join the main body. 
The 2nd Battalion, 132, plus a heavy weapons company and a battery of 75 mm 
howitzera under c annand of Col. Alexander George was landed atverahue. The 
main force consisted of the 161 Infantry, 47 Infantry and the 6th Pbrines 
Regiment. These units were directly supported by the entire light artillery 
of the America1 Division. The last organized resistance was encountered'by 
the 147 Infantry at the Bonegi River. The meeting of the two forces took 
place at Tenaro Village southeast of Capt Esperance at the Tenamba River the 
afternoon of February 8. The Golden Spike was driven by the 2nd Battalion 
of the 182nd Mantry and ths ltlst Inkntry. This 8nded all organized 
Japanese resistance to U. S. Forces on the island of Guadalcanal. . 

yiith the termination of combat, troops of the division retA;rned to 
bivouacs following in general the old P8rircleter Defense. The malaria rate 
was rising and orders were issued to strsss the rehabilitation of E)orso-m81. 
It was a time of respite for all concerned. Camp areas were improved and made . 
more comfortable. The strenuous physical side of training was suspended. All 
defense requirements, however, wzre maintained. 

It was a pleasant brief let-down in spite of conditions. Japanese bombing 
was considerably lighter after combat ended. It was no longer a night-shattering 
prOC8sS. Now and then planes cae ovar and dropped a few bombs in the vicinity 
of the airfields but the nicknamed 'i'ashing &chine C_harley of the weeks before 
had lost his sting. Curibusly enough all the bombers to attack the island had 
become singularized to the one n-e. 
reds during the stay of the division. 

There were approximately a5 condition 
In not all of these cases did planes 

actually succeed in gettin; over the island. 

One of the gay ssots of this period was the arrival of the movie star, 
Joe. E. Brown. irccompanied by General Sebrae, 
all units wherever located. 

he toured the island entertaining 

for them. 
Xo day was ever too hot nor any trail too rough 

He was pade a&@&y member of the division April 22, 1943, during 
a later visit. 

The total casualties of the division duriw combat were '72 officers and 
1152 enlisted =8ne .f& th is number, 40 officers and 263 men were killed in , 
action. Three officers and 28 men died of wounds; wounded who recovered; 28 .' 
officers, 850 men. There iriere eight enlisted men listed as missing in action. 

In its baptism of fire the Azzrical Division had conducted itself creditably. 
Three of its ranking officers, hjor General Patch, Brigadier General Sebree ad 
Colonel Moore were awarded Distinguished Service Kedals. General Sebree was 
awarded the Silver Star April 16, 1943. 
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Units of the division were cited by letter by the First brine Division, 
dated April 30, 1943, for the Presidential Unit Citation. The division was 
also recipient of %itstion.from Coznanding General, XIV Corps, for outstanding 
performance of duty on Guadalcanal, October 13 to January 4." There was a 
second citation for the period Jan. 10, 1943 to Feb. 9, 1943. 

Decorations of personnel, presented or recommended a6 of June 30, 1943 
w8re; Legion of 1Psrit, 2&Z; Distinguished Service Cross, 23; Soldier's TEedal, 
13; Silver Star, &5r Purple Heart, 879. Total presented, including the three 
~stint;uished'Service'~dals previously mentioned, 1104; Total pending, 204. 
Awards in these categories are not complete. 

Preparations were n;ade for the 37th Division to take over the mission of 
the bmerical. hll heavy equipment wa6 to be taken over by them. The first 
echelon to leave, the l&th Infantry Combat Team with stxne elements of engineers, 
Signal and medical enbarked for Fiji, L'arch 1,_$9/~3. This echelon arrived at 
Suva Earth 5th. The 182nd Cornbat Team left the island March 25 and arrived in 
the Lautoka area I.'trch 29. The last of the division cleared Guadalcanal April 
6 and it was not too soon because the heaviest Japanese air attack in nOnth6 
ceme at dusk that w just as the ships .ware c?oving into the roadstead. An 
estimated 100 planet6 came in. Ro-N they missed the convoy is a mystery, but 
several ships were hit off Lunga Baach as the ack ack and the bozbs boomed a 
drmatic goodbye to the knerical Division. This group diser;;bbrked in the 
i'iestern Sector of Fiji, April 10. 

The mission in Fiji-was defense of the ii'estern Sector and preparation for 
combat elsewhere. The lo&h Infantry was disposed for the defense of the beach 
in the vicinity of Suva. The remainder of the division was dispersed frcm the 
so-called Brenner Pass to Singatoka with the 132 to the north of Xandi and 
the 182 to the south. The defense--was organized in phase line6 with a final 
defensive line set up to hold the Nandi Airport and adjacent installations. 

&jor General John R. Hedge, formerly A6st. Division Commander of the 
25th Division, took comand of the Aslerical Division by 29, 1943, Col. Crump 
Garvin took c ommand of the 164th Infantry. Lt. Co1 Gavan becane acting Chief 
of Staff. 

Training was highly organized with daily firing by the artillery under 
control of Division Artillery, co.zanded by Brigadier General Woodward. The 
Infantry had intensive rifle and jungle squad training. 

There was considerable concern at the rapid rise of the malaria rate in 
the division with the stopping of suppressive treatment. Special experts 
made a study of the problem. Ephny units found themselves practically crippled 
at times and training during May and June was seriously disrupted. It Wa6 
decided to continue operations without regard for the incidence of malaria, 
with medical authorities keeping close watch of the situation hoping to learn 
new treatments which might benefit other units in malarial sones.' Once again 
the America1 Division found itself in a try-out spt in i'iorld ii'ar II. 

Prepared _ 
0272576, 
America1 

by hjor Lincoln ti. Stoddard, 
Special Service Officer, 
Diviskon. 
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_’ Lrly on.Love&cr l&h, 'the ?nc Batt-lion, 16Zn~ infc&-try 
&ossod the rivor md wont into position in tho left sector of the pro- 
poSGd brisgohcad. The onmly n&de no attcnpt to intetferc with this 
novc1imlt. On the follo;rilg dcy, th' 
the'lfatanikau .tith tho missiLiri ctf ,o g 

lst'B&ttalion, 182nd Infuntry, cror;s~L 
cupyinc the right sector -of the 

1. 
bridgehcrd. $Conpeny .._ "B" &h‘h%rinss covering this riovenont.mdo conthct 

tith fi.strorig Japeqqsa'fQroe,sbout'.1,500 yards yest of-Poi&.Cruz and a 
,-- .’ 
_: v;ithdraw to svoid being 

. . : 
sharp-fire fight~~resulted, .This .conpany forc&d to 

. outfhkgc!, tcok position.& .a ridge just eest of and rmning south fr>n . 

l : I 

. 

‘. 

. 

. : ths base of-Point Cruz, +reor&cnizcd arid cgciti ettempted.to move forv+rd, 
, with artillery support but could not rfike c .sub.stcntiEl Etivmce. Xring 

the action just described, the 1st Bcttalion! 182nd Infantry wuti mved to, 
css~~ly.aroas,'preparoc to ntt&ck and seize their objective. The roncinder 
cif the day Gas &voted to pc.trol tiction end devc.lopr&A a& 'a lii:?ited. 
objective cttnck wc,s,or~trr~~ for icylight 20 Kovenber with the miSsion of 
seizing the hi&ground which outlinac the front of thq right soctor: Dtiriz, 

the night of Nove'~bar‘ l~-20, th6. inol.?y shellcd.~he.~csully,~~e~s with 
artillery ar,d +rtbr fire: ccusirig.:Xr;y cesuhltias, several of wh.on wore 
officers, end inttirfcrirlg si;ri,usiy :dith cor;trol. ';hc attack began shortly 

* efttir dclylii;ht oti the 20th but-tncbmicrod such stivcre qC: intsrse. fire of 

all_cl~ses thi;t the objsctiirc WCS not rocchad. Thi zone of h&vicst ‘exiozy 

fire &s &long tk,c‘ri&t fboach) tnlt C~.q+r_ies .:'A" und "'C" recoivob the 
C;routest numbor of &su&lties. It -AS tho first conb&t ~gxperionce of this 
unit Enc._thore WGS considtirablo ccrfusion.and.sose..strat;~line:.. @waver, 
confidonco v7c.s stion.,rostor.od fin2 c ~011 controlled and disciplirqi'firin~ 
lino'orgoniecd;_ Xhilc the eno~y~strer@th WLS u&mu-m it was uppsrqrit thst 

. aoditiocal-troops. wouL_ bo roquirei to so-ize the objectjve mo'orders were 
issueu'thLt &ftur&un‘for th; lokth Inr'r.htry to IXJVO fom&rd under cover uf 
d~rknoS_s~c~d attack a_t L.cyli;i?t P.ovz.~bor 21st. g.oncrally south%f,the.posi- 
tion hold by the, lst;Bctt&liou. .<: : '. .,. ._ 

.: : . .- ,. 
_ , . . ;. . .-.. I . : -. . . _ _ _.- 

-’ Th~‘~ttL~k.vms-launc~od cs orccrod ahi: after-severe fighting; 
the 1st 'Battc.llon,1.18~~~~nfentry, -Gdvcncing,~long the be,ach,:'seizod .?o&t, 
Cruz and pushg'd"their.fyri~i-d 01 oL:olits about.. 100. yard's; west of .thcre but:'. 
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;;.. .: 
3, .', From a captured doo&ent,.it w&b 

_ 
later detenined that a meet- 

ing gqgagemq.ntrwig& the.._+d Japanese Division had taken.place on the morning 
of Noverli+r..2Mhi".~ F_. 

.- - 

I ( II.’ .-:’ ;; ;j: ., A ‘* ,. * ,. 
‘.. , ‘. : I .,_. _ ; -l :,. . :.:.s 7,. 

. .,* .” I . THIRD PI&SE ., 
: . ,E.’ -: _... . . ‘.’ -. . SC._. 

. : "CII~-&=J~~ er Bth, the l&t &rine Division deaoqubrtcrs were 
withdrawn and &jor General &&ander tib Patch, U.S.A., assumed oommand . . 
of'the island.- .,It ms-&bout thi6'$i&.thst informtion was receive_o of.' I’. 
the pe@ing a.rriv&l of.the 25th Division: hnd the.Dth L&rine Regiment. The .' 
132nd Infclritry and'the last renaining elements of the knerical .Division 

a plan w&s made for a 
we hsd obtained”our : j 

: 

x 

arrived at:-GuGdGLcanGl on or about December 8th Grid. 
sustained, determined dffenstV-e to be initiated when 
full grouqd,.strenj$h;'*_ ._ . . , >. . 

c 

, . 
I z* ,- ..; “, 

.,. :; 
,. . . . 

Three internbdiate steps essential to an 
victory'wore~GS follows; : . . 

;’ :, 
* ’ 

: f+. Sopuring Mt. Auston, a pro;.;inunt hirl-mass eG6t of the -' 
bIGtan>kGu Grid some five rtiles south of the beach which'doclinuted hendcrson 
Field, and all'in6t~l~Gtions~G djccent thciroto, 

t 

. ._ 5 

' b.'Dri& tho.JGpanese west of Kotibona which would provent @ 
hin fro1.i enpl~~ing_artillery.ag;a~st the airfields. . . 1 ’ 

,’ . * ,. !_ > 

I - c,.Blocking a north-south trail running.froti Kokunbona to .- 

boGufo&'BGy on.the south co&& which might offer either a novcnont.tb our'.. 
south'ficlilr‘,6r:a$'osc,ape for JGjenese forces.who might .be trapped cstst bf: ’ . 

the Poha'Riv+ *; ’ 
.: __ . 

‘_ 
1 

. * 
‘1 .y * i ,l ._ 

: f _. . . 
...I 

._. .\., . . ., , 
-I ‘. - -- .’ &~&a’~ i'atch directed the_132nd infantry to.oocupy Mt. hysfen:apd 

ui-tt;t.:&essory redonn&.ss&ce; this oper&tion ~26 initiGted on Deccnbor 27th. 
Thd I.%; &$ten&reG had beon patrolled previously end frocl the informt,ion ob- 
tainod,' it‘~YE.d.Pot~'b',~l~~veG that the eneLf had Gny sizeable force there. Con- 
soqucntl?; thd 3rd.Battel&on, 132nd IniGntryAoved out to aocor;lplish thi& -.J 
oh jectiva. .They.ro&hod the.'odgc' of the junglo of E:t, hustcn shortly'Gf;,er, 
noonon Doccr@or l$$ md'after.ponetr&ting the jungle werG.holc up by 
.enony ri~ch& gun.fir$_&.oh. izif'lict<d SOW cusuGlti.es Gnd resulted in,the' 
batt@on .coi.unnc!?y":pevq'ti'ng 'tho r&tinder of ,.the Gftornoon to reconnaissance 
hid disposing his'forcd for'an attack on the norning of December l&hi;- . - 

I 



: -. .'b&talibn; 13&-d infantry, c;rm+nctid by +t. Ccl. Geor,;~ t. FIJrry,, i1, a 
.: i I_.. ‘.. r 
7.; ’ ;.*: 1 k&do 'fi@kin,; ,mveLlc& tc-thc s:,uth, to capturri Hill ?7 i:hich rirsulttL 

., .' ' " "&$',OJOor~~~thcj GllCiFv fr& $hti nbrthi;x-n c;ni ockttirri SlGptiS <f.:;t. l -UStCDe 
c; %-z 

,-$;(ri;-iS '&,6 :'succassfully accoxplishgd on January 2nd a&.r,st stubborn ~no;.iy 
* ‘~‘ro~i’&anco and rcpoatod comttr-cttccks. . Lrioxy llissbs C;Ur& CfiiS pried - 

01; Jcrukry9th, thi: jgtii, Ififantry eiocutod e ~ZS&~L Of 

of'tht GeLorcl Corps $Jan.of r;ttcck. Thic 
nni..bti@ unjble to acvancc frx.t- 

whlc!l, crssistud by !l;~ 3$.' 
to the 25th Division) SUCCCCCCd i_ii ;- 

the f&d OK& rc$_ncnt which WCS 'str?&$y 
austen mar the-hoad watsrs_of.th;+ 
,_. :; -- ,.J_ :I. 

. 
_ ,.__‘._, ., ̂  . 

‘;. ‘ .;.f 
. ,’ ‘. FOURTE PBASE 

.*_ 
: .I... * , ; <- . . ‘-. ., :. . - 

. The attack of$he XIV b.my Corps xas successful an:: Ko'kuA~no 
_ 

.occupie~"qn January 25th. During this period the lG2ud'lcfaatry~. less ,jrL 
Battalion, was attachLcl to the coxpositc .s;.~y ah2 &rim Division co;ra~~~ti~ 

., __ by km-cl AL, DoCcrrc, USI.iC w%ich mode the holiin, ;ttack kinGrally wGst * 
:* .;.~alon~ tho beach. The 3rd Battaliuc,~ 1132ni Infantry rni the r&rical 

.~ Division,.Kobile CL&x&at .%comaissmcc 3qu a'droli wcri; cttach&'te the 25th 
Division which IZLGC; the :.z,in attack, a~ onvelogmnt ~)f'.tho entxy ri_,ht 

. (smth) f&k. The l&&h IrLf‘&ntry ant the lj2m lrif:r_try occupi.Lc ciftxsiv: 

‘. 
positions &thin the ailtiter Lofense (Ecnderson FiulL SoticikLLC). ifiicn 

.,I ~okuab~pa wxs ~rooched, it was evident thtit th;i onozy was ir, full rotreL;t _ 
: .,..yxl 12 ptisuit was ordtiroii. i)n February lst, com_xxd of the wost6m f+-co 

., ,. : ,, 
-.:- .“.c, 

:. .“,:... 
:pgssed ‘froi&s~~l DcCt?.rr&to Gi-nbral Scbred. 'The 2xd bqttGliog,'.l!F. . 

: Inf’c&tqi’; with..cn additional he&vy -;za?ons- '~kortlpt;;iy,Gnd E\ tatjxry. of “. . 
:, artilfory attached, wore landed in the vicitiity of Vurahw .on Febi-uary.'lst, 

, _T. 1 
.‘ -:%ith tha.c\ission of advancing r:xth anu ecgt -against th+: OxO~ly renr., Thr: 

~."~in:fo~cos'advhncin~ tc; the.v;ost at that ti?; w+ro iox@sad 'tif .the liilst -1 ,,r .:,, 
,. . _:f I.&a&y, '(25th‘ Division), 147th Li'ant ry, ‘(an 'Tndcpend+qt ro;;immt), a+ 
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